Jamaica, April 8, 1699.

Whereas | have received Commands from his Majesty, by the Right
Honourable James Vernon Esq; one of his Majesty’s Principal Secre-taries
of State, signifying to me, that his Majesty is unacquainted with the
Intensions and De,signs of the Scots settling at Darien: And that it is
contrary to the Peace entred into with his Majesty’s Allies; and therefore
has commanded me, that no Assistance be given them. These are
therefore in his Majesty’s Name, and by Command, strictly to command
his Majesty’s Subjects whatsoever, that they do not presume, on any
pretence whatsoever, to hold any Correspondence with the said Scots, nor
to give them any Assistance of Arms, Ammunition, Provisions, or any
other Necessaries whatsoever, either by themselves or any other for them;
or by any of their Vessels, or of the English Nation, as they will answer
the Contempt of his Majesty’s Command to the contrary, at their utmost
peril. Such evidence of the king’s ill-will aroused



